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At a meeting of the Militia Officers in the town of Harvard, July 
4th, 1794, | 
IT wAs UN ANIMOUSLY VOTED, 


18 Capt. Thaddeus Pollard, Lieut. Samuel Barnard, 
and Lieut. Benjamin Robbins be a committee to wait on 
the Rev. William Emerſon, and in the name of the Officers and 
ſoldiers of their reſpective companies to thank him for his diſ- 
courſe delivered this day, at their requeſt, and to aſk him a copy 

thereof for the preſs, 2057 | 5 : 

a U ” : ; 
JACOB ROBBINS, Clerk. 
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July 4, 1794s 


AT THE REQUEST OF THE MILITARY OFFICERS 
| IN THAT PLACE, 


Wuo, WITH THE MILITIA UNDER THEIR COMMAND, WERE THEN ASSEMBLED 
TO COMMEMORATES THE 


ANNIVERSARY OF THE 


AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE. 


— — 


By WILLIAM EMERSON, A. M. 


Ministza Of THE FIRST CHAISTIAN CHURCH I HARVARD. 


PRINTED AT THE APOLLO PRESS, IN BOSTON, 
zr JOSEFHE BELENAP 
No. 8, Dockx-SQUARE. 


MDCCXCIV. 


ON THE 


AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE, 


AND THE. 


MEANS OF PRESERVING IT. 


G AL. v. . | 


BE NOT ENTANGLED AGAIN WITH THE YOKE OF BONDAGE. 


SLAVERY is one of the greateſt calam- 
ities of human life. In a civil view, it is extreme- 
ly burdenſome ; as it reſpects religion, it is in- 
tolerable. It is torture to the body ; but it is 
death to the mind. 3 

Liberty, on the contrary, is the light and life 
and happineſs of mankind. It opens to them all 
the valuable reſources in creation. It originates 


their enterprize, and ſtimulates their induſtry. It 


gives to the mind all its improvements, to the 
manners all their independence. It is what con- 
ſtitutes the ſweets of toil, the alacrity of ſtudy, 
the charm of wealth, the conſolations of poverty, 
the endearments of friendſhip and ſocial connec- 
tions; what prepares a throne for the exaltation 
and glory of religion ; what diffuſes cheerfulneſs 
through the world. | | 
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So thought the noble ſpirits, from whom we 
boaſt our deſcent. Impreſſed with © theſe ſenti- 
ments of freedom, and ſuffering, at the ſame time, 
the ſcourge of ecclefiaſtic tyranny, in their native 
iſle, they framed a purpoſe, whoſe accompliſh- 
ment is an event of no inconſiderable magnitude, 
in the hiſtory of America. Our anceſtors aban- 
doned the ſhores of Britain : they ſought the rights 
of conſcience and of man amid Columbian wilds. 

In this country, they found in perfection that 
religious freedom, the want of which, at the firſt, 


| Inſpired them with the ardor of emigration, and 


which, with aid from the divine providence, had 
continued to ſupply them with the firmneſs, neceſ- 
ſary for completing ſo hazardous a deſign. 
Still, our progenitors, with their deſcendants, 
were ſubjects of the: Engliſh government. They 
MN it by ties of affection. and 
loyalty, as well as of intereſt. During the ſpace 
of one century and a half, the colonies of New- 
England, together with the ſouthern provinces of 
this continent, were united to their mother coun- 
try. The intereſt of America was that of Britain ; 
and Britain's ſorrows drew tears from America. 


Conjoined they fought their battles ; together they 


ſhared the ſpoils of the common foe. Bngland, 
like a kind parent, long protected and foftered 
Columbia, who, in turn, like a dutiful child, car- 
ried home the little earnings of its induſtry, and 
caſt them into the mother's lap. | 

The colonial population and wealth ſoon be- 
came conſiderable in the eye of Great-Britain. In 
time, they raiſed her pride; at length, they ex- 
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cited her jealouſy, Accordingly our taxes were 


gradually, but ſeverely, augmented. © She proceed- 
ed to raiſe from us a revenue without our conſent, 
A meaſure of this kind was not to be tolerated. 


28 1 
It ſubſided. Yet other acts of parliament, + 
equally injurious in their tendency ſhortly followed. 
A panic of grief and diſaffection had now ſtruck- 
en the breafts of Americans. We groaned by rea- 
ſon of oppreſſion. We unitedly formed the reſo- 
lution of 
We petitioned in vain. We remonſtrated; but 
without effect. Our petitions were anſwered by 
frowns ; our Wage | 
burdens. 
Tus WERE WE ONCE ENTANGLED WITH 
THE YOKE OF BONDAGE. | 
But the time of trial and danger was nigh. 
Longer forbearance, on the part of Britain, who 
had proceeded thus far, had been ſubverſive of her 


controul. Her edits muſt. meet compliance. 


We ſteadily refuſe it. She muſt then exerciſe the 


uſual engine of tyranny. She durſt to do it; and, 
as if forſaken by the guardians of her intereſt and 
her God, poured into our be fr mercen- 
ary legions, to enforce, with the ball and bayonet, 
the execution of thoſe laws, which could not re- 
ceive our voluntary obedience. | 
The charm was now diſſolved. The bond, 
which, by ſome nameleſs enchantment, tied us to 
the feet of Albion, broke. The vizard had fallen 
from her face. Her purpoſes of ſabjugation and 
vaſſalage were manifeſt We, therefore, feared 
not to examine the foundation of Hereditary right, 
The noted Stamp Act, which obliged the coloniſts to pay a heavy 
_ on ſtamped paper, and to uſe that only for bonds, notes, Ec. was 


ed in Parliament, March, 1763, and repealed in the ſame month of 
the following year. The repeal, however, was ſucceeded by a Decla- 


rator y Act more ſubverſive of colonial liberty, than the former. It 


faid, * That the Parliament had, and of right, ought to have, the pow-' 
er ta bind the colonies, in all caſes whatfoevers 


+ The Tea AR of 1967, the Boſton Port Bill of 1774, and the 


Pifhery Bill of 195715. 
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ſupplicating the king. We petitioned. 


rances, with accumulated 
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nor openly to queſtion the prerogative of. kings. 
We found them a nullity. We named them 
harmleſs creatures, that were born in the brains of 


deſpots only, and nurſed by the falſe fears of their 


flatterers. It was, thence, determined, they ſhould 
no longer affright us. We reſolved on oppoſition 
to a monarchic claim, which, hoſtile to the inten- 
tions of nature and nature's God, would enſlave 
us and our children forever. We would alienate 
ourſelves from the crown ; a crown, which glit- 
tered, at the diſtance of three thouſand miles, not, 
as formerly, with the mild rays of apparent free- 
dom, but with the fiery terrors of arbitrary pow- 
er, but too openly avowed. We ſwore no longer 
to crouch the involuntary minions of a ſovereign, 
whoſe corrupt miniſtry and venal parliament were 
wreſting from our poſſeſſion the laſt remains of 
liberty. We graſped the ſword. Freſh acts of 
Britiſh inſolence and cruelty forced it from the 
ſcabbard. We then appealed to heaven for the 
Juſtice of our defence. Our appeal was heard ; 
and the cry, to arms ! with a pious enthuſiaſm, 
reſounded throughout the cities and foreſts of A- 
merica. 3 

I paſs, in ſilence, the horrors of that memorable 


night,“ when the troops of Britain covered the 


plains of Lexington, encrimſcning them with the 
earlieſt effuſion of American blood, aud uttering, 
from the cannon's mouth, an unwelcome LN 
to thoſe ſanguinary ſcenes, which were afterwards 


acted in all parts of the continent. I will not 


throw gloom on this joyous hour by the deſcrip- 


tion of that day of carnage, when the ſtreams of 


Concord were tinged with human gore, and firſt 
learned to flow in union with the life of their 
countrymen. | it 

* Between the 18, and 19, of April, 1775» 
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It is enough, that hoſtilities were ſeriouſly com- 
menced ; that combinations, ſpirited and effectu- 
al, for the proſecution of the war, were formed 
among the provinces ;. and that we ' perſiſted in 
our We 3 9 various ſucceſs, 2 
our t of Fuly, 1n the year of our Lord one thou- 
W 5 ; vin e 3 when, by our 
delegates, in congreſs afſembled, ue declared our- 
ſelves, & united, free, ſovereign, and independent 
States 1? | 88 ; 
We ARE NOW DtSENTANGLED FROM THE 
YOKE OF BONDAGE. | T . nan 
This is the day, my countrymen, and this the 
event, we now celebrate. This act, at once, and 
forever, diſmembered us from Great Britain. It 
ſhivered to atoms an accurſed yoke; which neith- 
er we, nor our fathers, were able to bear. In this 
one day, our nation was born; and modeſtl 
aſſumed rank with the old empires of the world. 
Hail, happy day! Bliſsful epoch, hail ! Since 
which, our earth hath twice times nine performed 
her annual courſes round the orb of day, and at each 
revolution, ſeen her favored country independent. 
Thrice hail ! moſt auſpicious. era. whoſe genial 
light diſcovered a path to the poſterior victory and 
peace of the United States. Ves, friends, it was 
the prototype of the preſent anniverſary, that 
formed the characters in which your national feli- 
city has long been ſo fairly written. It is hence, 
I am enabled, at this time, to gratulate you, as 
having, fonighteen years, eaten the bread, drunk- 
ken the walers, ſpoken the language, worn the 
habits, of ſons and daughters of liberty. The 
Almighty forever grant, that ye Fly 
BE NOT AGAIN ENTANGLED WITH THF 
YOKE OF BONDAGE | | 
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This, Americans, is not, however, to be expec- 
ed by miraculous interpoſitions of the divine pro- 
vidence. To preferve yourfelves free and inde- 
- pendent, the fame efforts, in kind, muſt be em- 
ployed, which firſt unbound your millions from 
the tyranny of England. To this end, in parti- 
cular, two things muſt principally conduce. They 
are a due cultivation of uſeful and religious know!- 
edge, and ſome very conſiderable attention to the mi- 
Of the importance of the former, towards at- 
taining the object propoſed, all hiſtory is a full 
eviction. That of the Jews, though their gov- 
ernment, for the moſt part, was monarchical, is 
inſtanced. This nation never enjoyed their im- 
munities in a higher degree, than under the reign 
of King Solomon. It was becauſe he taught them 
the arts and ſciences of life, and gave them leſ- 
ſons of religion and virtue. Both before this time, 
and in ſubſequent periods, while they underſtood 
and kept their law, they maintained their freedom 
from foreign thraldom. As ſoon, as they became 
careleſs of their ſcriptures, and 1dolatrous in their 
practices, they loſt their Canaan, they were car- 
ried into captivity. And why were they fo long 
in bondage? Why, for 3 years, pre- 
viouſly to the advent of Meſſiah, were they fav- 
oured with neither meſſage nor deliverance from 
on high? Was it not becauſe, O Jeruſalem, thou 
killedſt thy prophets, and ſtonedſt them, who 
were ſent to inſtruct thee? - 
What raiſed the ftates of antient Greece to the 
oſſeſſion of ſuch perfect liberty, except learning? 
hat, if not their virtues, ſo long preſerved their 
noble independence? It was the literature of the 
Romans; it was their regard to the gods, and 
their virtuous principles, which, ſor ages, gave to 


them the ſovereignty of the earth. But when ig- 
norance ſucceeded to the learning of theſe mighty 
republics ; when a ſenſe of moral abligations ceaſ- 
ed to be cheriſhed among them, then their freedom 
was exchanged for ſervitude ; their independence, 
for vaſſalage. 33 0 
[ point you to more modern times. Look in- 
to the extenſive realms of Aſia. Look alſo into 
Africa. See thoſe moſt anfient quarters of the 
globe overſpread with deſpotiſm. At the fame. 
time, know, that want of good and general educa. 
tion 1s the melancholy cauſe. Py IN 
Survey that part of the world, which has ſomes. ' 
times prided itſelf, as containing all the knowledge 
and all the virtue of the preſent age ; ſurvey Eu-" 
rope. Ve ſhall there find, I may ſay, millions of 
human beings, own to be ſuch only by their 
countenance and form. What is their political 
condition? Very little better, than that of down-" 
right ſlavery. To the ignorance and conſequent 
vices of the commonalty of Europe: is it owing, 
that they are ſo univerſally the ſubmiſſive ſubjets 
of monarchies Sripletely abſolute, of monar- 
chies but too unlimited; or, at beſt, of ariſ- 
tocracies, where the nobles are like mountains, 
which, though they prevent not the ſun from ſhin- 
ing, yet effectually engroſs its influence from the 
vales below. Hence multitudes of Europeans have 
ſcarcely the ſhadow of liberty. Hence, their 
countleſs hoſts, are now forced into war, in op- 
poſition to their will, and are at this moment, 
butchering, in cold blood, their brothers of the 
human race, whom they never ſaw, and, therefore 
cannot but love, ſolely to gratify the ambition and 
avarice of ſome few deſpots, or ſome dozens of 
aſpiring demagogues. Theſe are thy trophies, 
ignorance 0 l 
It is but juſt to acknowledge, that the republic 
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ol France now makes an exception to theſe re- 


marks, It is to be hoped, ſhe wages war with ty- 
ny, not with men ; that ſhe fights for freedom, 


ran 
not for conqueſt; that her ſoldiery carry with them 


their hearts to the battle; and that her cauſe is 


that of all mankind. May God blot out her 


crimes, and eſtabliſh her liberties ! 

I ceaſe referring you to remote proofs of the 
truth, I would-impreſs upon your minds. With- 
in the compaſs of youRown unavoidable obſerva- 
tion, freemen, ye fo lenary evidence, that na- 
tional freedom and independence cannot be pro- 


pagated and ſupported, except by the means of 


national knowledge and religion. To the ſucceſ- 
ful operation of theſe means, ye are vaſtly indebt- 
ed for the glorious event, which is this day cele- 
brated, It was your univerſitigs, your accadem- 
ies, your ſchools, thoſe water old learning; it 


was your churches, thoſe nurſeries of virtue, that 


prepared the way for your independence, and di- 
rected you to the meaſures of effectuating a revo- 
lution, which has aſtoniſhed the univerſe. 
Let thoſe ſeminaries of ſcience, then, be ſtill 
the objects of your regard and charity; let your 
temples continue to command your reverence and 
love. Thither conduct your youth and children. 
Teach them knowledge, and they will, probably, 


preſerve their freedom; teach them religion, and 


they will be ſure to uſe igbtiy that ineſtimable 
bleſſing. 3 woke? wy wie 


Notwithſtanding the due cultivation of uſeful 


and religious knowledge, among a free people, 
has a direct tendency to the maintenance of their 
liberties, it is not, yet, alone, invariably, effectu- 
al to that end, The preſent corrupted ſtate of 
civil ſociety ſeems to render other means of ſelf 
defence, than juſt reaſonings and upright conduct, 
often neceſlary. | "_ 
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A principle of {elf preſervation is the firſt prin- 
ciple in nature. It was implanted there by na- 
ture's author. Self preſervation is then a part of 
oer 2hcfO And if fo, it is not repugnant. 
to reveè ed religion. On the other hand, we know, 
that perſonal defence, and the preſervation of po-. 
litical rights, were not only, b means of arms. 
{ permitted, but enjoined on the Jews. They of- 
tentimes, indeed, waged war, by the divine come 
mand, for the ſake of W 52 It is true, our 
Savior introduced a new diſpenſation among men. 
He came not to deſtroy, but to fave, the lives of 
mankind. He confeſſed on a remarkable occa- 
fion,* that his kingdom was not of this world; 
and at the ſame time, expreſſed his pleaſure, that 
his ſervants ſhould not fight to defend it. But 
Jeſus neither then, nor ever, forbade his ſervants 
to preſerve with the ſword their natural rights and 
political governments, when 70 preſerve them, 
other means of defence became inſufficient. 
In order, now, that arms be ſucceſsfully. em- 
ployed, when an aſſumption of them againſt an 
enemy ſhall be juſtifiable on the principles of rea- 
fon and religion, it is evidently proper, that an 
acquaintance with them be obtained, when no im- 
mediate neceſſity for them is apparent. Elſe the 
ſudden invaſion of a country will be the deſtruc- 
tion of its liberties. And ſuch an invaſion, by 
the rapacious and tyrannical, may always be ex- 
pected from a people, who, riſing in the ſcale of 
wealth and national importance, are yet in the 
habits of eaſe, and in utter neglect of the warlike 
arts. So that, as long, as principles of injuſtice 
and diſorder maintain any authority over the king- 
doms of this world, ſo long muſt even a chriſtian 
nation, to preſerve their independence, train their 
bodies to th exerciſe of arms, as well, as their 
minds to knowledge and virtue. 
* Sce John xviii. 36. 
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ne reer eſpecially ** common- 
wealth, has taſted the too bitter effects of ſtand- 
ing armies, in time of peace. From what other 
quarter, tk en, are we to expect that {kill the 
military art, which forms the ſeeond mean of pre- 
venting future ſubjection to a yoke of bondage? 
From the brave and well diſciplined militia of the 
land. It is from you, 

Gentlemen 2525 and ſoldiers, Le compoſe a 
part of the militia of the United States; it is from 
you we expect that theoretic acquaintance with 
the art of war, which, when 2 preſſes, will 
enable you to be our ſure defence, and which your 
profeſſion, and the love of glory will incite you to 
obtain. Your daily culture of the arts of peace, 
and the ſweets of domeſtic re Fa muſt not cauſe 
you to forget, that ye are ſoldiers, and that ye af- 
fiſt to form one ſtrong and beautiful pillar = your 
country's freedom. Amid your agricultural pur- 
ſuits, the acquiſition of ſome knowledge in tacticks 
will certainly claim a portion of your time; nor 
will your arms be permitted to ruſt through an - 
uninterrupted attention to mechanic employments. 
Frequent exertions in the line of military duty 
will ſerve, as an agreeable relaxation from ſever- 
er occupations, will feed the flame of patriotiſm 
in your ſouls, and gently i inure your bodies to the 
fatigues of a camp. 

In proportion, as a ect of war, at any time, 
increaſes, your Bra x "Pp arms will be more ſol- 
emn and vigorous. Would !_I. were permitted 
to tell you, that the politicks of our nation now. 
wear no threatening aſpect. I am forbidden to 
ſuppreſs my fears in this erk | = 

Men in arms ! The preſent day is pregnant 
with events of uncommon magnitude. War blows 
his clarion among the nations. The N of - 


8 
Janus is opened in all the world. The battle of 
the European warriors is indeed with a confuſed 
noiſe, It is the bruit of a war, which originated, 
on the one hand, in the too ſanguine hope of 
planting the tree of liberty in every clime, and is 
proſecuted, . on the other, with an unwarrantable 
acrimony againſt a; mighty :nation, ſtrugghng to 
be free, if not in direct repugnance to the natural 
rights of mankind, and the laws of eternal juſtice. 
If, in this huge conteſt between the ſentiments of 
equal liberty, and the unnatural ſyſtems of arbitary 

ower, the latter ſhould prevail, America, in tears, 
will behold the triumph. It is even poſſible ſhe 
may be called to defend anew her preſent claim 
to the joys of independence. Should ſuch an 
event, in this age of war, betideus, which Godavert! 
to you, as to the ſupporters of your country's rights, 
ſhall we look for protection. If ever called to the 
field, we truſt, ye will remember from whom ye 
deſcend. Ye will recollect, that ye are no other, 
than the pure progeny of thoſe rare heroes, who 
preferred the horrors of a wilderneſs, with liberty, 
to the refinements of civilized life, with an a- 
bridgement of their native rights ; who. braved 
the dangers of an untried ocean ; hazarded the bar- 
barity of ſavages ; endured the whole of toils, in- 
cident to the planters of a new world. Ye will 
feel, that ye are the brethren, aud the ſons, of men, 
who in our late glorious conflict, won wreaths of 
laurel on the plains of Mars; men, who almoſt 
worſhipped liberty; who relinquiſhed all they 
deareſt held to fight her cauſe; who, in the mo- 
ment of encounter, made bare their boſoms to the 
ſword, and received a copious death. The ſame 
cauſe, the ſame motives, will ſwell your breaſts, 
and urge you to like yalor. Already we own your 
guardian power. 'F> you, your fair wives and 
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nacles of your God, to you 


16 
Smiling children, your paternal houfes and your 


groutids, your hearths, your houſehold goods, to 
you, the religion of your ws and the taber- 

of your ( [[ theſe, even now 
look up for ſafety. Again, I ſay, ſhould ye be 
ſummoned to their defence, may ye ſeek its glory 
at the very point of the ſabre !. And may the God 
of armies, the Lord of hoſts, he who led our 
Waſhington, with the troops of Columbia, to for- 
mer victories, may that God cover your heads in 
the day of battle! May he teach your hands to 


war, and your fingers to fight ; enable you to be 


of good courage, to 1455 men for your people, 
and the cities of your God; and return you to the 


' embraces of your fond friends, and your loved 


firefides, loaded with the ſpoils of righteous con- 
queſt, and your temples filleted with garlands of 
well earned fame! og 

. Chriſtian friends and fellow citizens I It is beau- 
tiful to behold the mingled pleaſure and devotions, 
with which ye honor this national feſtival. Would 
ye annually bring like offetings to liberty? Cul. 
tivate the means, by which ſhe was firſt wen. 
Unite in cheriſhing every ſpecies of uſeful and re- 
ligious knowledge, and to their literary and hu- 


| mane acquirements, let your ſons add hardihood 


and {kill in the arts of war. Thus ſhall ye be pro- 
perly prepared to defend your valuable foil Thus 
ſhall ye teſtify your juſta attachment to the FR p- 
ERAL CONSTITUTION, that prodigy of human 
wiſdom, and glory of your land; reward the ſer- 
vices of your old and faithful rulers ; keep. invio- 
late the "ights of conſcience, and the voluntary 
worſhip of God ; and, in fine, ye may thus ra- 


_ tionally hope, that the raptures of independence, 


which now thrill your veins, will circulate with 
the blood of all your deſcendents, 


. tn 
In giving theſe mixed exhortations, let it not be 
thought, that I deviate from the path of a chriſtian 
miniſter. Chriſtianity is a religion full of truth, 
and full of reaſon. And the knowledge of truth, 
and the exerciſe of reaſon, as they conſtitute the 
greateſt individual freedom, ſo they impel to the 
deviſing and recommending of all lawtul means. 
for the ſecurity of freedom among communities 
and nations. EE: _ | 

Let it, nevertheleſs, be ſeriouſly remembered, 
that, apart from temporary and political conſider- 
ations, we are, in a peculiar ſenſe, the ſcholars, 
and the ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt. We are taught 
in his ſchool ; we are enliſted under his banner. It 
is true ,none of us has ever been entangled with the 
yoke of Jewiſh ordinances, nor been bound to the 
obſervance of moſaic rites. But we have all, alas ! 
been too much enſlaved by bad paſſions, too much 
under the dominion of evil habits. Let us break 
the yoke of this unnatural and worſt kind of bond- 
age from off us, and never again be entangled 
with it. Through the knowledge of our Lord 
and his-goſpel, let us conquer,all our vices, and 
{urrender ourſelves to the poſſeſſion of thoſe vir- 
tues, which, it is deſigned, ſhall give the trueſt 
liberty to the human race. For however numer- 
ous the preſent captives of fin, rejoice in this, ye 
_ followers of Jeſus, chriſtianity ſhall yet emanci- 
pate the world. It fhall do more. It ſhall en- 
franchiſe the priſoners of the tomb. The time 
ſhall come, when, looſed from the bands of death 
and the grave, the diſciples of virtue, univerſally, 
ſhall own your Maſter, as the Captain of their 
redemption, who, putting palms of victory in 
their hands, and crowns of glory on their heads, 
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